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A Modern Take on A Midsummer Night’s Dream
This production will highlight the conflict between staying true to heart and maintaining the expectations held by others around us. The theme of conflict in love will be the focus of this production. The love for Lysander exhibited by Hermia, love for Demetrius by Helena and love for the Indian boy by Titania are all illustrations of conflict in love. To appeal to the modern audience, this production will be set in the current time. Technology will be used sparingly to underline the emotions and intent of the character. For instance, Hermia would use a phone on stage to call Lysander when she wakes up to find him missing in the forest. The production will then cut to Lysander picking up the phone only to ask Hermia whether she has seen Helena for he is now madly in love with her. This would illustrate both his potion-driven love for Helena and the emotions by Hermia when she realizes her boyfriend suddenly fell in love with her closest friend. 
Oberon, Titania and Puck would be used to divert the potential tragedy of both Hermia and Helena failing to be with the ones they really love. Additionally, Egeus and Theseus will have the function of providing a more traditional outlook on matters related to love and marriage. The relationships between characters shall accurately reflect the emotions relevant to their association. For instance, Lysander and Egeus should illustrate a relative lack of joy during their interactions to represent the contrasting views about the person Hermia loves and the person she is expected by her father to marry. Costumes used should be contemporary and generally dark with a modern Gothic appearance. Helena should generally wear dark make-up including lipstick and noticeable black eye shadow to reflect her ill fortunes in love to that point. 
To support the costume selection, the tone for the set will be dark and earthy to represent the sad emotions and forest surroundings. Towards the end of the production, the characters will wear light clothing to represent the changing fortunes in their relationships. However, Hermia and Lysander will wear light clothing from the beginning to illustrate their deep love. Lighting for the production will generally be dim but with a focus on bright colors to contrast with the dark set. The exception will be the scenes involving the fairy king and queen, Oberon and Titania. The production will incorporate modern music as required by the scene. The scenes involving Puck applying potions on sleeping characters will require tense piano music. The scenes involving Lysander, Helena, Demetrius and Hermia chasing one another in the forest will have upbeat music with a comedy effect. The background music used in the production will be an original composition done specifically for a play with a theme of conflict in love. It should be tragic, passionate and mellow to capture the plot. 
